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Welcome to the Downtown
Regina Cultural Trailway!
Before Regina existed,

southern Saskatchewan was vast
rolling prairies. Its first inhabitants
were First Nations peoples who
arrived approximately 10,000 years
ago. Roaming herds of buffalo drew
them to the barren prairies. The
region around Regina was ideal to
create a buffalo pound — a corral
to herd buffalo into while hunting.
The buffalo bones were stacked on
the prairies, and the Cree people
in the area began to call it oskana
kâ-asastêki – “where the bones are piled.” In the mid-1850s,
explorer Captain John Palliser incorrectly heard the word,
and named the region and the creek running through it
“Wascana.” The small settlement that had sprung up in the
area was then known as “Pile O’ Bones.”
When the Canadian Pacific Railway was expanding westward
from Winnipeg in the 1880s, it chose a route through southern
Saskatchewan. At the time, the province was part of the
North-West Territories, and the territorial capital was far
from the rail line in North Battleford. Prime Minister John
A. Macdonald wanted it moved closer. Lieutenant Governor
Edgar Dewdney and the C.P.R. selected a spot where the
rail line crossed the Wascana Creek as the site of the new
capital in 1882. On the suggestion of Princess Louise, wife of
the Governor General, and daughter of Queen Victoria, the
settlement was named Regina, Latin for queen. The first train
reached Regina in 1882. Regina was incorporated as a town
in 1883 and became the capital of the North-West Territories
later that year. By 1903, the town was rapidly expanding and
officially became a city when the population reached 3,000
people. Finally, Regina was named the capital of the newly
formed province of Saskatchewan in 1905.
This tour highlights the significant cultural and heritage
events that have transpired in Regina over the course of the
past 130 years. The downtown is home to events that shook
the country to its core and altered the course of Canadian
history. It is home to buildings influenced by architectural
styles that originated on the other side of the world. People
who were changemakers in our nation’s history, called Regina
home and left their mark on the world. Most importantly, it is
home to local stories waiting to be rediscovered.
Explore the fascinating history with the Downtown Regina
Cultural Trailway.

Judith Veresuk, Executive Director
Regina Downtown Business Improvement District
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MESSAGE FROM
JACKIE SCHMIDT
People like to know about the
communities where they live or
choose to visit. They like to learn
the stories about the individuals,
places and events that helped a
community develop its unique
identity. The Downtown Regina
Cultural Trailway—part of the broader Regina Cultural Trailway
project managed by Heritage Regina—is an engaging way to
share these stories. Through text, archival photographs and
audio commentary, the tour inspires participants to develop a
sense of pride in the history and culture of Regina’s downtown.
At the same time, it contributes to the creation of a healthy,
walkable community where residents and visitors value the
importance of sustaining the rich heritage of Regina for
present and future generations.
On behalf of Heritage Regina, I invite you to explore the
award-winning Downtown Regina Cultural Trailway and
celebrate the significant historical and cultural heritage of
our wonderful downtown.
Jackie Schmidt, President
Heritage Regina
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MESSAGE FROM
THE MAYOR
As Mayor of Regina, and on
behalf of my City Council
colleagues, it is my pleasure to
welcome you to this fascinating
exploration of Regina’s downtown.
This booklet contains directions
and information about some of
our city’s most beloved historical,
cultural and architectural
landmarks. These stories touch
on the dramatic scope of Regina’s
history, from the deadliest tornado in Canada’s history to the
construction of the memorial cenotaph, and the construction
of the city’s first high-rise building to the recent tower
constructions that have marked the current period of growth
that has made us the second fastest-growing city in Canada.
You will hear first-hand about Regina’s important heritage
and historical buildings and our efforts to preserve them and
to help others learn about their significance.
Our city has so much history to share, and I thank our partners
at the Regina Downtown Business Improvement District,
Heritage Regina, and Harvard Developments for ensuring
these stories live on in the hearts and minds of our residents
and visitors.
Michael Fougere, Mayor
City of Regina
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CORA-B-0333

ST. PAUL’S ANGLICAN CATHEDRAL
Designation: Municipal Heritage Property (1982)
Awards: Municipal Heritage Awards in the Adaptive Re-Use (1994),
Lieutenant-Governor’s Architectural Heritage Award—Sympathetic New
Construction (2016), and Municipal Heritage Awards in the New Design
Addition (2017) Categories

1859 McIntyre Street

S

t. Paul’s Cathedral was founded in 1882 with Alfred
E. Osborne of Prince Edward Island acting as its first
priest. Back then, the church was housed in one of the
tents which formed the early Regina settlement, but by 1883
its parish built the St. Paul’s Church at its current site. As the
congregation grew, the church commissioned Frank Peters to
design a new building, which after four years of planning and
six months of construction was completed in 1895.
Designed in the Gothic Revival style, St. Paul’s, built with
yellow Pilot Butte brick, is characterised by pointed arches,
buttresses, and steeply pitched roofs. However, the corner
bell-tower, home of the first churchbell in Regina (purchased
from the Troy Bell Foundry of New York in 1885), was built
in the Norman style.
Although a tornado cast the dome of the First Baptist Church,
located two blocks away, onto St. Paul’s in 1912, the church
was intact enough that its bishop opened his church to all
congregations whose churches were damaged more severely
by the disaster.
Development for the church continued with construction of
a memorial chapel in 1949. In 1958, a new parish hall was
built. The church was promoted to cathedral in 1973. The hall
bordering McIntyre Street was demolished, but the cloisters
were enhanced, the foundations were shored up, and a lift was
installed in 2012 to improve accessibility to the columbarium.
6 Downtown Regina Cultural Trailway

CORA-E-5.241

SOMERSET BLOCK
Designation: Municipal Heritage Property (2016)

1806 Smith Street

T

he Somerset Block was commissioned by Somerset
Properties Limited, designed by the firm Reilly,
Warburton & Reilly, and built in 1929 by the Hipperson
Construction Company.
Sharing its property lines at the southwest corner of 11th
Avenue and Smith Street, the Somerset Block fit into its
immediate environment seamlessly. This building’s flat roof
and broad, rectangular massing strongly resembled the Lloyds
Building located at the southeast corner of the same intersection
as the Somerset Block. Moreover, the materials used for the
exterior of the Somerset Block—Claybank bricks and Tyndall
Stone—were, and remain, aesthetically congruent with many
Regina buildings.
Despite the installation of aluminium storefronts, the loss
of one cornice, the need for some masonry restoration, and
modifications to its pediment (a gable commonly found in
classical architecture), the Somerset Block, when compared
to buildings of similar age, is relatively intact.
As a mixed-use commercial building, a varied array of
tenants used the Somerset Block premises. Renowned dancer
Jean Gauld, Glaswegian doctor Janet Henderson, Regina
violinist David Naimark, Crescent Finance Limited, Peerless
Printers, McCubbin’s Hardware Store, Rich’s Fur Shop, and
Moe’s Malted Milk Shop all used space in the building at one
time. Today, the Somerset Block remains home to a diverse
set of businesses including boutiques, a hair salon, a record
store, and more.
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CORA-E-1522

DONAHUE BLOCK
Designation: Municipal Heritage Property (2006)

2312 11th Avenue

T

he Donahue Block is a monument honouring the
structural design advancements of its age. Designed by
short-lived Regina firm Sharon & Darrach, the Donahue
Block cost an estimated $110,000 ($2.4 million today) when it
was built in 1911. Its utilitarian Chicago-style design features
a conservative use of simple rectangular windows, muted
decoration, and minimal pilasters (ornaments meant to look
like columns). Raised during a prosperous period between
1910 and 1912, when Regina’s administration issued $8 million
in building permits ($174 million today), the Donahue Block
was built well. Framed with steel and concrete instead of the
common wood and stone, the Donahue Block withstood the
tornado of 1912.
The ground floor of the Donahue Block was used as commercial
space, while the upper two storeys were used as residences.
Original business occupants included Child & Gower, who
sold furniture from the building between 1912 and 1969.
Otis & Fensom Elevator Company also based operations in
the Donahue Block from 1913 until 1929. Most notably, the
contractors Smith Brothers & Wilson—the contractors for
The Hotel Saskatchewan—located their office in this building.
Purchased by the Nicor Group and the Woodvue Group, the
Donahue Block has a renovated interior, façade, and electrical
system. Hence, the Donahue Block, one of the few intact
commercial buildings from before the First World War along
11th Avenue, still stands in downtown Regina.
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CORA-E-5.328

REGINA PUBLIC LIBRARY
Designation: Municipal Heritage Property (1984) and Victoria Park
Conservation District (1996)

2311 12th Avenue

R

egina’s public library system began in 1907 when
Regina citizens petitioned City Council for a free
public library. City Council opened the first library in
City Hall, but soon a larger library was needed. The American
philanthropist Andrew Carnegie donated $50,000 (the rough
equivalent to $1 million in modern currency) in funding
assistance for Regina’s library.
City growth and increased library use left the Carnegie
Library unsuited for its community’s needs. Demolished in
1961, the Carnegie Library was replaced by a new library
designed in the Modernist or International style by the Regina
firm Izumi, Arnott & Sugiyama. Modernist elements of the
Regina Central Library include a low-slung roof, rectangular
massing, cubist composition, and aluminium sunscreen–
equipped windows. Clad in textured granite, the library,
whose glassy entrance vestibule is oriented toward Victoria
Park, matches the Cenotaph’s granite in the park.
Elements of the Carnegie Library were incorporated into the
design of the current library. The columns that once framed
the entrance are sunken into the courtyard, the stone lintel
(or beam at the top of a doorframe) reading Qui Legit Regit
(“He who reads, rules”) is set into the entrance vestibule, and
the circular date stone from the Carnegie Library is mounted
on the east wall.
Outside the library on 12th Avenue is “Rusty”, a wire elephant
sculpture created by Saskatchewan artist Russel Yurisity in
1981 and named by schoolchildren. Originally a temporary
display, Rusty was purchased by the library and became a
permanent piece of public art.
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CORA-A-0650

KNOX METROPOLITAN UNITED CHURCH
Designation: Municipal Heritage Property (1986)

2340 Victoria Avenue

B

uilt for Regina’s Methodist congregation, Knox
Metropolitan United Church survived history
to emerge as one of Regina’s greatest downtown
community hubs.
The Toronto- and Winnipeg-based architectural firm Darling
& Pearson blended Norman and Gothic Revival styles—
evidenced by the towers at the entry, the cross-gabled roof,
the large stained glass windows, and the entryway’s Norman
style sandstone arches—in the church’s design. Beginning in
1906, construction finished in 1907.
This church was nearly completely destroyed by the tornado
in 1912. As “the most complete wreck of all”, the entrance wall
remained only partly intact. The towers had collapsed, and
the south wall was almost gone. Francis Portnall and James
H. Puntin prepared a design, and the church was rebuilt in
eleven months. With more Gothic influences than the original
building, the church now features crenellations (the square
pattern of stone atop its towers) and stained glass windows set
in pointed-arch frames. A dark red band of brick on the north
wall of the building delineates the area of reconstruction.
The church’s Casavant organ from Saint-Hyacinth, Quebec—
damaged by the tornado—was later rebuilt. Its bells, the Francis
Darke Memorial Chimes, which Francis Darke presented to
the Knox Metropolitan United Church in 1925, weigh fifteen
tons, and were cast by Mears & Stainback, bell-makers since
1517, based in London, England.
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R_B8952

BALFOUR APARTMENTS

Designation: Municipal Heritage Property (1993)
and Provincial Heritage Property (1993)
Awards: Municipal Heritage Award Adaptive Re-use Residential Category (1988)

2305 Victoria Avenue

A

t seven storeys, the elegant Balfour Apartments
was the largest and tallest apartment building in
Saskatchewan until 1955, and still stands prominently
in Regina’s downtown.
Noteworthy Regina resident James Balfour originally owned
the site where the building now stands. In his life, Balfour was
a lumberjack, farmer, transport driver during the North-West
Rebellion, teacher, principal, lawyer, and amateur actor and
singer. He was also mayor of Regina in 1915 and 1931.
In 1920, Balfour commissioned Regina firm Storey &
Van Egmond to design an apartment building on his land.
Completed in 1930, the apartments cost $475,000 to build
(almost $6.6 million now). The H-shaped building takes up
six city lots and features 82 suites. Designed with a Moorishinfluenced style, its open limestone arches that form a front
arcade and the light-and-dark brick band along the top of the
building are distinctive. The roofline is also decorated with
carved Tyndall Stone finials and iron rails.
Outfitted with fixtures and features designed to impress,
Balfour Apartments had chandeliers and art plaster walls
ornamenting the lobby. Other amenities included a lounge,
a tearoom, and a restaurant. It was also the first apartment
building in the province to have a self-operated elevator. All
suites in the building featured nine-foot high ceilings, oak
floors, and walnut baseboards.
After completion, James Balfour took up residence there.
Many Regina judges, lawyers, and politicians also lived in
this prestigious building. In 1984, it was sold by the Balfour
family and converted into condominiums.
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FRONTENAC APARTMENTS
Designation: Municipal Heritage Holding Bylaw Properties (1989)
and Municipal Heritage Property (2016)

2022 Lorne Street

B

ehind the prestigious Balfour Apartments is another
architectural gem of the downtown core—the Frontenac
Apartments.

Completed in 1930, the Frontenac Apartments were
commissioned by Provincial Apartments Limited. Meant to
rival Balfour Apartments in all ways, Frontenac Apartments was
scaled back to four storeys and its two elevator shafts never
had lifts installed due to the Great Depression. Although it
housed labourers about to work at the General Motors plant
on Eighth Avenue, the Frontenac was also home to many of
Regina’s doctors, lawyers, and one of its architects, William
Van Egmond.
The Frontenac was designed in a Spanish-Mediterranean
Revival style with a sloping terracotta roof, stucco band
adorned with patterned tiles below the front eaves, and
decorative contrasts achieved with brick and stone facing
materials. Other features of the Frontenac include decorative
ironwork, staggered balconies, arched door and window
openings, and a curvilinear false central gable—echoed on
the north and south faces—with a round bull’s-eye vent.
Moreover, the building has two grand entrances framing a
central courtyard. Its interior possessed oak flooring in all
apartments, and the largest living rooms in the entire city at
the time.
The Frontenac received Municipal Heritage Property status
in 2016. This designation formally recognises the cultural or
heritage value of the building. This designation also ensures
that the apartments are eligible for funding for repairs and
refurbishment so that they will be protected and will stand
for another generation to enjoy and appreciate.
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CORA-A-1226

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Designation: Municipal Heritage Property (1992)
Awards: Municipal Heritage Award in the Exterior
and Interior Restoration Categories (1993)

2241 Victoria Avenue

S

ince its establishment by Reverend Wellington Jenkins
in 1890, Regina’s First Baptist Church had outgrown two
other buildings before it commissioned local architect
William W. Hilton to design a larger church on Victoria
Avenue in 1911.
Completed in February 1912, its classical detailing includes a
symmetrical design, cross-gabled roof, and central cupola set
on an octagonal base. The building also features a rusticated
foundation, red brick facing, and limestone detailing around
the exterior. The vast interior sanctuary was designed with
lofty ceilings, a massive chandelier, an impressive organ with
gold pipes, and beautiful stained glass windows.
Like other buildings surrounding Victoria Park, the six-monthold church did not survive the 1912 tornado unscathed. As
the storm tore through the downtown, it ripped off the
cupola and tossed it two blocks north onto St. Paul’s Anglican
Church. Rain poured through the hole in the roof, damaging
the interior of the building. The building was repaired quickly
and the dome was reconstructed.
First Baptist Church has gone through several refurbishments.
The first began in 1956 and was completed in 1960. The
church’s heaving floors, leaky roof, cracked plaster, and
non-functioning organ were repaired. The building underwent
another major renovation in the 1990s. A $1.3 million project
commenced in 1991 that shored up its foundations and
modified its interior. This has ensured the church will stand
for many more decades.
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CORA-E-5009

SASKATCHEWAN SPORTS HALL OF FAME
Designation: Provincial Heritage Property (1978)

2205 Victoria Avenue

K

nown as the Land Titles Building until 1977, this
property was the first public building commissioned
by the Government of Saskatchewan in 1906. The
transfer of land administration from the federal to the new
provincial government in the early twentieth century required
new facilities to house the land titles records. Built in 1910 for
$94,000 (a rough equivalent to $2 million in modern currency),
the Land Titles Building was designed by the official provincial
architects, Pearson & Darling, in the Romanesque Revival style.
This building projects the confidence, assurance, and stability
the turn of the century government felt for the newly minted
province of Saskatchewan. Use of Kootenay marble from British
Columbia on the exterior, and the main floor’s five metre
high ceiling enhance its prestige. This government building,
reflecting the standards of the 1910s, was “fireproofed” with
stone, reinforced concrete, and metal window sashes and door
fixtures. For these reasons, it was the template for other land
titles buildings across Saskatchewan.
Beginning as a partnership between the Amateur Athletic
Union of Canada’s Saskatchewan branch and Molson Brewery,
the Molson Sports Hall of Fame opened in 1966 and became
the Saskatchewan Sports Hall of Fame & Museum in 1974.
It moved into the Land Titles Building from South Railway
Avenue, now Saskatchewan Drive, in 1979. Presently, the
Saskatchewan Sports Hall of Fame has inducted 519 athletes
in fifty-two sports and is home to 527 inductees (239 athletes,
163 builders, and 125 championship teams), 52 represented
sports, 12, 000+ artifacts, and generations of local visitors and
volunteers.
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R_B3678

CENTRAL PARK

Designation: Municipal Heritage Award in the Heritage Open
Space Category (1992)

2231 Scarth Street

I

n the middle of Regina’s Centre Square neighbourhood
stands Central Park. Originally the athletic fields of
Central Collegiate, this area was developed into a park
in the late 1980s.
Victoria Hospital once stood in the northeast corner of the
park. The hospital was first operated by the Victorian Order
of Nurses and opened in 1901. Soon, massive demand for
services plunged the Victoria Hospital into dire financial
straits. In 1907, the city took over the hospital and renamed
it the Regina General Hospital. After the hospital moved to a
larger facility on 14th Avenue, the city gave the building to the
Regina College in 1910. In 1917, the aged, infirm, or patients
with incurable diseases were treated there. The old hospital
building became dilapidated and was demolished in 1932.
To the south of the park stood Central Collegiate. Renowned
for its academic vigour, this school—the first exclusively
secondary school in Regina—was designed by Storey & Van
Egmond and built for $108,322 (a rough equivalent to $2.3
million in modern currency). Demolished in 1994, it was
succeeded by the College Garden, College Court, and College
Park buildings, yet its front entrance now adorns Winston
Knoll Collegiate.
In the late 1980s, the City of Regina and the Transitional Area
Community Society discussed developing the area into a
park. Completed in 1990, the park’s southern end honours its
namesake by orienting its design along the axis that led to the
original north entrance of the school.
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